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it tested for radon.

The test eame back show-
ing a radon level of 140 pico-
curies — the memnt

“Mymfeanﬂlhﬂdalnt{f
anxiety,” he said, but the
agent assured him it could be
fixed.

Voorhees had a mitigation
system installed. Years later,
a test measured just about 0.5.
Now a real estate agent him-
self, Voorhees said he urges
clients to get homes tested.

“Don't be scared of it be-
cause you can get it mitigat-
ed,” he said.

Radon is an odorless, col-
orless gas that comes from de-
caying uranium. It's the
second-leading cause of lung
cancer, and the No. 1 cause of
lung cancer in nonsmokers,
according to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. Janu-
ary is National Radon Actioni
Month.

“Its a problem ‘every-
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This gauge, attached to a
radon reduction system in the
basement of Steve Voorhees'

“home, measures when a fan

on the system is working
properly. A fan pulls the radon
from the soil beneath the
home to the outdoors.

where. Every house has it”
said Bob Meyer, owner of
Central Penn Radon of Wells-
ville. “Some houses just have
higher levels than others.”
Meyer said the most
common fix is to install an
active soil depressurization
svstem. With that, a hole is
drilled through the concrete
slab in a basement, a pipe is
run to the outside, and a fan
sucks the soil gas from be
neath the eoncrete to the out-
dmrs. There are other
guch as sealing
erarks,ﬂ:atmhe&pmu
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Radon
Winter is the best
time to test
because homes
are closed up,

Continued from 1C

Radon testing is often
done during real estate trans
actions, Meyer said, when the
buyer asks for a test to be
done. But no one ever expects
the level to be too high.

he said.
about it because you can't see

~ it smell it or taste it ITit lefta
mark somewhere that you'd
‘see every day, it was in your

face, you'd do something
about it." i

Dave Allard, director of
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s
Bureau of Radiation Protec-

‘tion, said that radon issues

were first discovered in the
mid-1880s.

“We've come to find out
we really do have problems high

in this country with indoor
radon” he said York and
Adams counties have among
the higher rates in the stale,
he =said.

".’Wew;ll:ﬂ:eveﬁbmh”lp_-
test their homes at least

once,” he said.
Bob Lewis, program man-

ager for the bureau’s radon :
division, said geology and soil

characteristics  predispose
York and Adams counties to
having higher levels of radon.
He and a co-worker are work-

ingnnapmjectthﬂtdelm

: mvmm‘rm-'—m"ﬁm

mew,m-dmnwmnmmmhma

: mnmmwmmvm'mm.m

mhmﬂmmmﬂmpammndmdmﬁd'mmm

have elevated levels of radon.

deeper into state statistics, he
said, and it

amason@ydr.com; 771-2048

sylvania could be --mﬁ“ ?




